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HE following letter, which relates fo
the matrimonial adventures of one
of the most celebrated heroes in American
literature, has not been published :
#31 January, 1881.
“To Master ——

“Estezvep Sr: The inguiries made
by your private seeretary have been re-
ceived by Unce Eemus, who has given
them his attention and authorizes me to
respond, which I take great pleasure in
doing—as nearly as possible in Uncle
Remus's own words:

“*You k'n des take en tell dat little chap
dat nigh ez I kin git at it, ole Brer Rab-
bit, he marry Miss Molly Cottontail, wich
wuz wunner de gals w'al Mis Meadows
had livin’ "long wid 'er. En den "long
time aiter dat, wiles be wuz a widder he
tuck’n marry ole Miss Fox. Ezlerme I
ain’t putlin’ no ’'pennunce in dat, kaze
Brer Rabbit wunner deze ver kinder mens
w'at sticks upter his own eolor. Dat Tobe,
he "oz wanner de wuss chilluns in de
naberhoods, en he keep on gwine on fum
bad ter wuss twel bimeby be run up wid
Mr. Dog, en no sooner did he do dis den
he gits nabbed. Bad ehilluns ain’t see no
peace twel dey gits good.”

“Trusting, dear sir, that this will prove
satisfactory, I remain,

“Faithfully yours,
“Jorr. C. Harmis”

Shyest of Men.

Like many another shy and modest
genius, Joel Chandler Harris reveaied
himself delightfully in his corgpspondence
with family and friends. Fortunately for
the preservation of the outlines of an un-
usnally charming and original personality,
a great many of his letters are still
existence. Fortunately, also, Mr. Harris
bad the habit in his youth of keeping
serap books, so that The Life and Letiers
of Joel Chandler Harris, by Julia Col-
lier Harris, makes most interesting read-

More ambitious and @mnalytical biog-
raphers frequently fail to present as vivid
a picture of their subjeet as Mrs. Harrs
does in this unpretentions secount of ber
father-in-law, and few have the good for-
tune {o deal with a nature as finely sensi-
tive and genuinely modest and lovshle as
that of the creator of Unele Remus.
While saceess and experience in life
brought serenity to the spirit of Joel Har-
ris it never effaced his modest habit of
self-depreeiation, or the native shyness
which in his youth brought him intense
suffermng,

In New York in 1882.

Mrs. Harris gives an interesting ac-
count of “father’s” first visil to New York
in 1882, about six months after the letter
which we have printed was wnlten.
Robert Underwood Jolmson arranged a
sightseeing itinerary for the distinguished
Southern wisitor, which was to include a
“ride down Broadwsy from Delmonico’s
on top of a stage,” a visit to the Tnbune
Building, ihe Astor House, Trnity
Church, ('astle Garden and one of the
“big new ocean liners”; also a ride down
Fifth avenue from Forty-fifth streel on a
bus. The Tile Club gave a dinner at
which the Georgian humorist made a great
hit, bul was too bashful to make a speeeh
or tell a story. “Hop” Smith was a fel-
low guest and not being afflicted with this
malady he came to the rescue and recited
one of the Uncle Remus stories. The fol-
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lowing day a second festivily was ar-
ranged and an unwilling acceplance
dragged from “TUnpele Hemus,” but his
pilot, Capt. Howell, happened to leave
Mr. Harris alone for a short time in the
hotel where they were stopping, and the
recollection of the Lorrible ordeal of the
Tile Club dinner became so vivid in the
guest of honer's mind that he packed his
bag and departed by stealth for home,
sbandoning in his panic a long planned
irip to Hartford to visit Mark Twain.

The Tar-Baby and T. R.

In 1017 Theodore Roosevelt wrote:
“When I beeame President I set my heart
on having Joel Chandler Harris as guest
at the White House. But to get him there
proved no easy task! He was a very shy,
sensitive, retiring man, who shrank from
all publicity, and to whom it was really
an agony to be made much of in publie.”

Of that celebrated visit the Washington
eorrespondent of Tug Svx smd:

“The older Harris and the younger Har-
ris left Atlanta yesterday and got here to-
day. It was a very reticent Uncle Remus
who sat around a local hotel and waited
for the time to come when he must depart
for the White House. He didn't eare 1o
disenss nature faking or to say whether
he thought that the President wanted fo
ask bim if he really and trgly believed that
a rabbit and a fox eould hold conversa
tions in negro dinleet. He denied, how-
ever, that the President had been urging
him for some time to dine at the White
House. The newspaper story to that
effert was a human nature fake, he said.
There had been one invitation only, he ex-
plained, snd that had been sccepted
prompily. % . . Midnight — Mr. Harris
has not returned to his hotel. The White
Hofise is ablaze with light. It is said
that Mr. Harris is telling the story of Brer
Rabbit and the Tar-Baby.”

As is often the case with literary work
which becomes immortal, Unele Remus
was an “accident.” When Joel Chandler
Harris went to the Atlanta Consfilufion
from the Savannah News the former
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paper had been printing a colomn of
aneedoles of negro character by a Mr.
Small. Upon the withdrawal of Mr.
Small from the staff of the paper it be-
came a part of the work of the new as-
sistant editor to fill up this column. Ilar-
ris drew on his ehildhood memories and
Unele Remus was the result. When asked
a8 to his inspiration for the character of
the negro raecontenr, the anthor said: “He
was nol an invention of my own, but a
human syndicate, I might say, of three or
four old darkies whom I had known. I
Jjust. walloped them together into one per-
son and ealled him Uncle Remns." "

No writer was ever more astonished by
the suecess of his work than was Joel
Harris in the case of Uncle Remus. He
was astonished when approached by o
publisher offering to give permaneney to
the stores in book form, astonished at the
overwhelming sueeess of the volume and
perennially and humorously astonished at
the stir ereated by his darky philosopher
in learned philological and folk lore
cireles. In the introduction to the first
Uncle” Kemus book Harris, with charac-
teristic modesty, refers to s study of
negro charaeter as a “sympathetie sapple-
ment” to the work of Mrs. Stowe. With-
out nnderestimating the phenomenal moral
and politieal influence of Unele Tom,
there can be no doubt at this date as fo
whieh eharacter is entitled to the higher
rank both 83 a work ol art and as the
[vpical exposition of a raee in a stage of
its evolution.

Joel Harris to Charles A. Dana.

Mrs. Harris records a predietion of Mr.
Dana's, transmitted to her father-in-law
by Mr. Derbiy of the firm of Appletons,
which Lime has mmply verified. “Uncle
ltemus 13 a great book,” Mr. Dana said.
“It will not only have a large but a per-
munent ssle.” In connection with this re-
mark it may be of interest to print bere
Mr. Harris's expression of appreciation in
a letter to Mr. Dana*#o which we happen
to have secess. On the 15th of Janusry,
1885, Mr. Harris wrote to Mr. Dana as
follows :

“] am almost sure T unswered vour let-
ter relating to u poem in negro dialeet.
I did not answer it promptly because
when il arrived I was too 1ll to write, and
I remained so for several weeks there-
after; but it seems to me that [ made
linste to reply as soon as I eould. Per-
haps the letter miscarnied ; perhaps it fell
under the eyve and into the clutehes of
vour famous oflice cat.

“What I intended to say—if I did not
say it—was that the poem you enclosed
is perfert of its kind, and that T am
sincerely sorry I canool say to you that
Uncle Remus 1s the author. But that poor
old man never did so well—never sue-
ceeded 1n embodving in his songs the
embryo mysticism that is one of the
features or characteristics of the negro
mind—though he did make a serious at-
tempt in The Plough-Hand's Somg. Tt is
casy to see that the poem is not a tran-
seription, but an interpretation—and it
1= so suecessiul that I am puzzied as to
its authorship; for 1t 18 a httle beyond
the reach of those who have gained noto-
riety by means of their dialect writing.

“In answering vour letter—or in in-
tending to answer it—it was my purpose
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ncle Remus” an

His Letters

to thank vou -for some kind words you
said to Mr. Derby in regard to my
at the time, nnd the remembranee of them
has aided n:- more than I can tell you.”

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF JOEL
CHANDLER HARRIS. Br Joua Coi-
gl;o Haras. Hooghton Miffin Company.
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DUKE DE ST. SIMON
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THE LYRICAL POEMS AND
TRANSLATIONS OF PERCY
BYSSHE SHELLEY

Armangre) . with =
Preface by ¢ H. Hefunl. Sm. 4io.
Choth, gold back and Wde.  Unifrm with
“Heata s by the same Pab-
lishers. [=E 4]

THE HALO OF GRIEF: A
Manual of Comfort for
Mourncrs.

CANDIDE, OR ALL FOR

THE BEST
By Veltaire. [llustrated Limp cloth,
wis top. Price $1.35 net.

THE SOCIAL LETTER: A
- Guide to the Etiguette of "
Social Correspondonce
DBy Fllabeth Myers, [lustrated
with numerous sxamplos. ['rice $1.25 ne.
THE SAVING GRACE: A
Comedy in Three Acts
B S s Cheutes, i
1 ondon, and now being the

“ Charles Frohman ompany in New York
Frice 50 centy ne.

New Novels
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SIR ISUMBRAS at the FORD
By D. K. Brestar, Autbhor of “Chants-
marie.” ele. A dashing romance of love
and advesture (n the following the
French evolution. I'ruce §1.50 ner.

A ROYAL PRISONER: Being
the Furthcer Adventuros of
Detective Juve in Search of
Fantomas, thc Master
Criminal '
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Zhe Girl
He Left
Behind

By HELEN BEECHER LONG,
Author of *Junice Day.” etc.

Full of thrills of battle and big business—
with a strong element of love.  12mo. cloth,
illustrated and with colored jacket.

Net $1.35.

George Sully & Company
373 Fourth Avenue, New York.




